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Integrating IB Education into School Culture
— Regarding the Enroliment of Non-DP Students in DP Subjects —

1. Introduction

Our school was established based on the Kochi Prefectural High School Reorganization and Promotion Plan
formulated by the Kochi Prefectural Board of Education in October 2014. Under this plan, two large-scale
schools in Kochi City—Kochi Minami Junior and Senior High School and Kochi Nishi Senior High School—were
merged, with integration starting in 2017 and completed in the 2023 academic year. As of now, two graduating
classes have completed their studies at the new school. To further enhance the international understanding and
foreign language education developed by the original schools, the promotion plan included the introduction of 1B
education.

Our school operates as a combined junior and senior high school. The intake capacity is 80 students for Kochi
International Junior High School, and 280 students for Kochi International Senior High School—200 in the
General Course and 80 in the Global Course. The Global Course is further divided into two tracks: the Inquiry
Course (60 students) and the DP Course (20 students).

2. Philosophy on Non-DP Students Taking DP Subjects
When aiming for IB accreditation, we visited leading schools and established the Kochi Prefecture Global
Education Promotion Committee with experts involved in IB education, from whom we received valuable advice.
Initially, we had planned for only about 20 high school students to enroll in the DP Course. However, based on
the advice we received, we designed a broader approach to IB education at our school. The key points of
guidance were as follows:

1. To ensure students and teachers become familiar with DP education and to cultivate demand for the DP,

begin implementation from the MYP stage.
2. Considering the reality of students in our prefecture and the importance of learning in their native



language, aim for the Japanese DLP (Diploma Programme in Japanese).
3. IB accreditation is granted not just to specific courses like the DP Course, but to the entire school.

Regarding point 3, we observed that at other accredited Japanese schools (Article 1 schools), DP subjects were
often limited to DP-selected students. Teachers from these schools mentioned that it sometimes felt like two
separate schools existed within one—one for DP students and one for non-DP students. There were also
concerns that such a system might create a sense of superiority or inferiority among students.

Our school fundamentally believes that while the curriculum may differ between students in the DP Course,
General Course, and Inquiry Course, each student has their own unique goals, and no hierarchy of value exists
among them.

To foster unity within the school, we began exploring the possibility of allowing non-DP students to take DP
subjects.

3. Allowing Non-DP Students to Take DP Subjects

Our long-term goal is to enable even students in the General Course to take DP subjects. However, since this is
the first time our teachers are teaching DP subjects, we started from a state of unfamiliarity regarding class
conduct and assessment.

Given their experience in the MYP, we judged that students in the Inquiry Course of the Global Course would be
capable of handling DP subjects. With careful consideration of teacher workloads, we allowed these students to
select Theory of Knowledge (TOK) as an elective.

Enroliment in the DP Course has been small: 20 students in the first cohort, 11 in the second, 8 in the third, 15 in
the fourth, and 16 in the fifth. With such limited numbers, group activities lacked diversity. By including Inquiry
Course students, we not only increased group diversity but also enriched discussions with the critical thinking
skills those students had developed through the MYP.

We believe that it may be appropriate for General Course students to study foreign languages from Group 2.
However, logistical challenges such as securing class time and teacher assignments remain. Given the declining
student population and shrinking school sizes across the prefecture, this is a high hurdle—but one we must
overcome to provide students with the best possible educational environment.

4. Positive Impacts of School-Wide Recognition of IB Education

Fostering a sense of unity among students and staff is essential for effective school management. At our school,
the DP Course begins in November of the first year of high school. With the alignment of DP subject curricula to
national guidelines, DP students now take regular classes during exam periods and follow the same school
event schedule and vacation periods as other students.

They study TOK alongside Inquiry Course students and participate in school events and extracurriculars with
General Course students. As a result, no noticeable divide exists between General and Global Course students,
or between the DP and Inquiry Courses within the Global Course.

Students in the General Course also take part in MYP-style Service as Action (SA) activities. During "Integrated
Inquiry Time," students from the third year of junior high to the third year of senior high participate in
mixed-grade research seminars. This setup promotes mutual influence and deepens inquiry-based learning,
enabling students to take greater ownership of their education.

As a public school, we experience yearly faculty transfers involving over a dozen teachers. Involving a variety of
teachers in the MYP and DP helps improve instructional ability and furthers the integration of IB education into
the school's culture.

5. Timetable Innovations

Inquiry Course students in the Global Course choose between TOK and Integrated Inquiry Time. As such, TOK
is scheduled concurrently with Integrated Inquiry Time. We are able to secure the required 100 hours for TOK
without any major issues.

6. Conclusion

At our school, where the number of DP students is relatively small, allowing non-DP students to take DP
subjects is vital for promoting diverse learning. As mentioned earlier, we are aiming to make DP subjects
accessible even to General Course students.

To incorporate IB educational methods into the General Course, we display ATL (Approaches to Learning) skills



on every classroom blackboard and design lessons that emphasize these skills. During Integrated Inquiry Time,
students from both the Inquiry and General Courses collaborate in mixed-grade research seminars, sharing their
inquiry processes and findings. This fosters interdisciplinary, cooperative learning.

We will continue to strengthen IB education across the entire school and welcome your further guidance and
support.



